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In the performance of any duties assigned her, there was a 
sparkling vein of wit and merriment, that made her articles 
most delightful. Many people will remember the series of 
articles she contributed to the Illinois State Journal on 
"Springfield Society Fifty Years Ago", which were so enjoy- 
able, and which, whenever mentioned will start all the older 
citizens laughing and remembering. But the foundation of all 
Mrs. Brown's noble and beautiful character was her unswerv- 
ing loyalty to her Church and to the Lord who had redeemed 
her. 

In the Church she will be most sorely missed, for to all its 
activities, she gave her constant support, a teacher in the Sun- 
day School, a leader in all the social meetings, a sympathetic 
friend and support of her pastor, in all things she was guided 
by her conscience, not morbidly sensitive, but strong and clear 
and enlightened of the word of God which she studied and loved 
and made the "Man of her Counsel". 

In June, 1872, Mr. C. C. Brown married the young widow, 
Mrs. Carrie Farnsworth, and this Christian gentleman and 
lady made a beautiful and happy home from which radiated 
light and warmth, hospitality and good cheer, Christian kind- 
ness and helpfulness, and their children rose up and called 
them blessed. 



WILLIAM WATKINS MUNSELL, 1850-1919 
By William P. Munsell 
William Watkins Munsell, publisher and former banker, 
was born at Rose, Wayne County, N. Y., October 25, 1850, of 
English-Welsh descent, a son of Gavin Lawson and Lydia 
(Watkins) Munsell. He traces direct lineage from Sir Philip 
deMaunsell, an associate of William the Conqueror whom he 
accompanied from Normandy to England in 1066 and from 
whom he received special titles and honors after the establish- 
ment of the new English dynasty. His grandson, Sir John 
Maunsell was constituted Lord Chief Justice of England in the 
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time of Henry III. The family omitted the "a" in the spelling 
of the name during the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and, in 1711, 
dropped the final "1", which has since been reinstated by the 
American descendants. The first of the family who came to 
America, located in the eastern part of Connecticut. Early in 
the seventeenth century, Jacob Munsell, eldest son of Thomas 
Munsell, who was born about 1690 at New London, Conn., came 
to East Windsor, Conn.; and his genealogical descendants to 
William Watkins Munsell include (1) Thomas, (2) Jacob, 
(3) Jacob, (4) Silas, (5) Dorman, (6) Gavin Lawson, (7) 
William Watkins Munsell. 

William Watkins Munsell was reared on a farm, the 
ancestral home in central New York which continued a family 
heritage from 1813 until 1893 at which time the death of his 
father occurred. He was educated in the schools of his native 
town, later attending Leavenworth Institute, Wolcott, N. Y., 
Griffith Academy, Springville, N. Y., and Falley Seminary, 
Fulton, N. Y., after which he commenced his business career at 
the age of nineteen. Later he was, for a number of years 
between 1878 and 1893, actively engaged as a private banket. 
In 1874 he became interested in the publishing business which, 
after 1879, was conducted under the name of W. W. Munsell & 
Company, and as Munsell & Company, until 1895 when the 
business was incorporated under the name of the Munsell Pub- 
lishing Company. Mr. Munsell was president and treasurer 
of the company from that date, and Mr. James F. Leland, secre- 
tary. For over thirty years the Munsell Publishing Company 
has specialized in the preparation and publication of city, 
county and state histories. The greater portion of their publi- 
cations relate to Illinois. 

On October 4, 1876, William Watkins Munsell was mar- 
ried to Florence L. Soule of Savannah, N. Y. (who died May 
19, 1880) to whom two sons were born: Wilbert Watkins 
Munsell, now a physician with the rank of Lieutenant, Senior 
Grade, in the United States Navy, and Frederick Soule Mun- 
sell, Agency Director of the New York Life Insurance Com- 



495 

pany, living at Columbia, S. C. On July 12, 1882, Mr. Munsell 
was married to Ida May Hamilton of Syracuse, N. Y., a 
graduate of Syracuse University and a daughter of the late 
Rev. Burdette W. and Carrie (Leet) Hamilton. They have two 
children: Fanny Hamilton Munsell (Mrs. Charles E. Cham- 
bers of New York City) graduated with the highest honors 
from the Art Institute of Chicago and, later, achieved consider- 
able distinction as an illustrator. Mr. Chambers is also an 
illustrator of note. Fanny Munsell Chambers died in August, 
1920, and is survived by her husband and by her son, Richard 
Munsell Chambers. William P. Munsell, the youngest son of 
William W. Munsell, was a student at the University of Illinois 
in the Class of 1914. At the end of two years he left the 
University to enter the Munsell Publishing Company, which he 
served as sales manager until he entered the Aviation Section 
of the United States Army during the World War. He was 
commissioned Second Lieutenant R.M.A.and was in Instructor 
of Flying at Carruthers Field, Ft. Worth, Texas, until the close 
of the war. He then returned to the Munsell Publishing Com- 
pany, and, following the death of his father, succeeded to the 
offices of president and treasurer. 

William Watkins Munsell died at Columbia, S. C , on 
October 25, 1919. 



